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                Advent at Grace 
 

¶ Dec. 3, 8:00-Noon.  Grace Workday replacing ceiling tiles in Fellowship Hall. 
  

¶ Dec. 3, 1:00-4:00 PM.  Grace Notes Choir rehearsal for Cantata. 
 

¶ Dec. 4, 11, 18.  9:45 AM. Advent Study in Fellowship Hall, using the book 
"Christmas from the Backside" by J. Ellsworth Kalas.   
 

¶ Dec. 4, 11:00 AM.  2nd Sunday of Advent.  Sermon:  "Journey to Bethlehem, 
House of Bread". 

  

¶ Dec. 8, 5:00-7:00 AM.  Feed My People - preparing and serving breakfast to the 
homeless at First United Methodist Church, 13th and Lavaca Streets. 

  

¶ Dec. 11, 11:00 AM.  3rd Sunday of Advent.  Sermon:  "Journey to Ein Karem, the 
Paradox of Blessedness". 

  

¶ Dec. 17, 2:00 PM.  Caroling to the homebound.  The children will lead us.  All 
children and adults are invited to go caroling to Grace Church members who are 
homebound. 

  

¶ Dec. 18, 11:00 AM.  4th Sunday of Advent.  Grace Notes Choir Cantata: "Unto Us 
a Child is Born". 

  

¶ Dec. 24, 7:00 PM.  Christmas Eve Candlelight and Holy Communion.  Sermon: 
ñJourney to the Manger". 

  

¶ Dec. 25, 11:00 AM.  A Service of Lessons and Carols to celebrate the birth of the 
Christ child. 

 
As the church calendar is subject to change, please check the online calendar regularly by visiting  

http://www.gracemethodistaustin.org/ and clicking on the Grace Events Calendar link under Resources. 
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M INUTES FROM 

ANNUAL CHARGE 

CONFERENCE 

 

NOVEMBER 6, 2011 

 

ATTENDEES:  Nancy Lindsay, Cas Longo, Elaine 
Chaney, Chester Eitze, Ken Huncovsky, Sharon 
Howell, Tom & Kathy Calnan, David Arnold, Adam 
Fambrough, John Jordan, Mitch Mooney, Jan 
Hedrick, Noah DeLaRosa, Bill Stone, Mike Rowley, 
Vanessa DeLaRosa. 
 
The Grace United Methodist Church Conference was 
called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Reverend Linda Kessie 
and was opened with a prayer led by Reverend 
Bobbie Kaye Jones.  Reverend Jones also spoke to 
the attendees about the Austin District, whose 
purpose this year is "to lead & resource a culture of 
growth” for increasing love of God and love of 
neighbor. 
 
Cas Longo reported on what GUMC has been doing 
in partnership with Fulmore Middle School.  She 
reported that we gathered school supplies before the 
first of the school year, have made "goodie" 
appreciation bags for the teachers and staff, and have 
attended meetings.  GUMC has committed to helping 
five "Fulmore" families with food for Thanksgiving and 
several familes with food and gifts at Christmas.  
Elaine Chaney provided a handout and further 
explanation regarding outreach to our Hispanic/Latino 
neighbors through our addressing and assisting with 
food insecurity issues at Fulmore whose majority of 
students are Hispanic/Latino and live at or below the 
poverty level.  Since many of the students participate 
in free meal programs at the school they are at risk at 
not having enough to eat at times when the school is 
closed GUMC has agreed to provide "bags of 
blessing" over the Thanksgiving & Christmas holidays 
providing food assistance to several Fulmore students 
& their families, also realizing that this will be an 
ongoing issue throughout the year and committing to 
responding this this very real need in our community.  
Also discussed was cultivating a relationship with a 
nearby Rio Grande Conference UMC, which consists 
of New Mexico and Texas' Spanish speaking United 
Methodist Churches in our area. 
 
Reverend Kessie presented the GUMC Committee on 
Lay Leadership's 2012 nominations for our church 
leadership.  All nominations were adopted and accepted. 

Vanessa DeLaRosa presented the 2012 
Church/Pastor Compensation Report which was also 
adopted and accepted. 
 
Adam Fambrough presented handouts of the GUMC 
Budget Report and Treasurer's Report (information as 
of September 2011) and also reports on the 
Permanent Endowment Fund and GUMC Pastor's 
Housing Fund.  It was noted that an audit needs to be 
completed as soon as possible. 
 
Elaine Chaney presented a recommendation from the 
Reconciling Task Force and Administrative Council to 
"affiliate" with the Reconciling Ministries Network. 
Ballots were completed and the recommendation 
passed with 17 voting yes and one abstaining. 
 
Reverend Jones discussed issues with our church 
including the parking problems around our church, our 
financial stability, and our declining worship 
attendance.  She asked that we pray about as well as 
discuss these issues as to what we will do in the 
future. 
 
Certified Lay Speaker forms for Vanessa DeLaRosa 
and Laura Luna were presented and approved. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Nancy Lindsay 

 
 
 

December Birthdays  
Chuck Wall, 4

th
    Dylan Guillory Huncovsky, 7

th
  

Brenda Helgren, 19
th
   Pat Newell, 27

th
    

 

   

 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

 
 

Adrienne Howell                      Theresa Jenkins 
Gloria Jimenez                               Judy Jordan 
Ray Payne                                  Valerie Phillips 
Christina Pino                                    Ella Stone    
Hurricane, tornado, flood & wildfire victims and 

the workers who minister to them 
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Communion Rail 

Offering 

 
 

The December 4
th
 communion rail offering goes to 

Austin's Blue Santa.  Blue Santa is a non-profit, 

community-based organization that provides Austin 

area families with full holiday meals and wrapped 

Christmas gifts for each child under age 14.  The 

organization is supported by many groups, including 

the Austin Police Department, Texas National 

Guard, Austin Fire Department, Austin Parks and 

Recreation Department, and Austin Energy.  

   

 

 

AIDS Walk Austin - The 2011 version of the AIDS 

Walk Austin was better than ever and featured 

Olympic Gold Medalist Greg Louganis as its 

Honorary Chair.  This year the walk set a 

fundraising goal of $165,000 and surpassed that 

goal by almost $30,000!  The Grace Walk Team set 

a goal of $750 and was able to achieve $575 of 

that goal!  A great big round of applause and thanks 

to everyone participating, whether by walking or 

giving to this very worthy cause.     

 

 

 

Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless - The 

Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless is 

supported by 142 local congregations, including 

Grace UMC, donating over $585,000 to local 

agencies supporting homeless men, women, and 

children throughout our community.  The goals of 

this organization are being achieved through the 

providing of additional shelter spaces, transitional 

and permanent supportive housing and other 

supports to keep people housed and off the streets.  

For more information on this organization and how 

you can help, please visit 

http://www.rcahaustin.org/ .   

 

 

 

Wal-Mart Foundation Grant  

A great big òThank You!ó to David Jester and the 

Wal-Mart Foundation !  Grace received this grant in 

response to the application submitted by David on 

Graceõs behalf for use in our SoCo Ministries lunches 

for the homeless program.  The grant is in the 

amount of $1,000.  In addition to this grant, Grace 

received an additional $500 grant in November for 

the SoCo lunches for the homeless program through 

a different Wal-Mart facility.  Also, a great big 

òThank You!ó to Cheryl Rader and Lily Young who 

are utilizing these grant funds to purchase items for 

the sack lunches and fill the sacks!   

 

Fulmore Middle School 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
Fulmore Middle School originally 

asked if we could provide some food for 
Thanksgiving dinner for 5 families.  They later 
asked if we could possibly help 2 more families. 
Grace UMC was able to provide for each of 7 
families one ham, one turkey, stuffing, gravy, 
cranberry sauce, rolls, butter, green beans (with 
cream of mushroom soup and fried onions to make 
green bean casserole), corn, and pumpkin pie with 
whipped topping.  Thanks to all of you who made 
this possible!  You have touched the lives of 7 
families who are thankful for your support. 

     

 
 

¶ The Children of Grace (and adults) are 

caroling on the 17
th
 at 2pm.   

¶ The Childrenõs Christmas Pageant will be 

shown in worship on the 25
th
!   

¶ Children are invited to bring one toy they 

received for Christmas to worship on 

Christmas Day to be blessed. 

¶ All are invited to wear pjs (pajamas) on 

Christmas morning!  

¶ We will provide desserts for the faculty/staff 

at Fulmore Middle School to take home on 

the 16
th
.  We will be providing gifts for th ree 

Fulmore families for Christmas.   

    -Cas Longo 
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Grace Notes Choir 

 

Like Linda, I can hardly believe 

this amazing season is upon us!!! 

Wasnõt it just 106 degrees 

outside? 

There are three items of note Iõd like to 

announce (no pun intended!): 

First, on Saturday, December 10
th
, from 7 pm 

until 10 pm, Iõm opening Chez Diva for a 

church wide holiday party! This is a casual, yet 

festive (think creative/holiday attire, blinking or 

not!), gathering of our Grace Family and Iõm 

excited for the opportunity to be your hostess! 

Iõll have a varied assortment of holiday goodies 

~ sweet and savory. If youõd like to contribute 

a tray oõ treat, feel free! But you know ME: 

bring your recipe!! J Directions to my home are 

found below. No need to RSVPéééIõll be 

expecting you! (Of course, if you opt not to 

attend, Iõll save a plate of Christmas cookies for 

youééand give them to you around January 

14
th
 or so, and pray you donõt chip a tooth! J ) 

Secondly, Iõm very excited to tell you all about 

the Grace Notes Choirõs preparation for our 

annual Christmas cantata ~ A Child Is Born. Itõs 

a relatively old collection of traditional and 

ònot so traditionaló Christmas melodies from 

composer/arranger Mac Huff. I believe there is 

something for everyone in this wonderful 

collection ~ f rom Baroque composer Johann 

Sebastian Bachõs lush chorales to calypso 

inspired toe tappers like òWonderful 

Counseloró to nontraditional hymns combined 

with traditional carols!  

In the past, I have conducted this cantata with 

other church and community choirs and I keep 

coming back to it because, well, itõs just that 

good! Your hearts will be touched by Sallyõs 

and Michaelõs solos in òSweet, Little Jesus Boyó 

and you may want to dance in the aisles when 

we sing òThat Nightó!  

 

 

Our performance of celebration will take place 

during regular services, Sunday, December 18
th
, 

and I do hope you will make it a point to be 

present and ready to be inspired by The Grace 

Notes Choirõs heartfelt performance, celebrating 

the greatest Birth of all! 

NEXT: Calling all Grace Kids!!!! If you are 

within the sound of my voice (and I ask 

youé.whoõs NOT!?), Iõm inviting you to 

special rehearsals after church each Sunday from 

now on until Christmas!   Why, you ask? Weõre 

going to be performing a òneato mosquitoó 

Christmas Carol to perform for Grace on 

Christmas morning!!! Wonõt that be a blast? 

Weõre going to have instruments that you can 

play and everything! See you on Sundays after 

snacks (beginning Sunday, November 27
th
)!  

~Janey Hall  

  

DIRECTIONS TO CHEZ DIVA (aka: Janey's 

Home) 

  

From I~35 going South from Austin  

Exit Woodward (NOT Woodland!)  

LEFT onto Woodward ~ it doglegs to the right 

and you'll come to Ben White Blvd/Hwy 71  

LEFT onto the Ben White Blvd feeder road 

(you'll be going east toward the airport)  

LEFT onto Burleson Road (there's a McDonald's 

at 1 o'clock) and cross under BWB (you'll see an 

Exxon on the right and a Money Box on the 

left) 

Continue on for about 1/4 mile.  

You'll see a church on the left, then a white 

picket fence on the right. 

RIGHT onto Terrilance. 

RIGHT onto South Pleasant Valley Road  

I'm at the top of the little hill on the left:   3305 

S. Pleasant Valley Road (zip 78741, if you don't 

trust me and you're going to use MapQuest) 

You'll see òThe Soccer Mom Mobileó in the 

drive and hopefully something lit up  in the 

front window (let's hope it's not ME!)  
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Grace United Methodist Church 

205 E Monroe St 
Austin TX  78704-2424 
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Our Vision Statement:  Grace United 

Methodist Church invites all, welcomes 

all, and includes all in the Faith, Hope, 

and Love of God through Jesus Christ. 

 

Our Welcoming Statement:  Affirming 

our belief that all people are of sacred 

worth, w e seek to include all people, 

regardless of race, nationality, age, 

mental ability, physical ability, sexual 

orientation, gender identity and family 

status in the journey of becoming 

disciples of Jesus Christ.   

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

FAITH Å HOPE Å LOVE 

YOUR STAFF AT GRACE UMC 

 

    

 

         

     

 

          John Jordan,               Cas Longo, 

Cheryl Rader,        Facilities          Les Young,             Director,  

Linda Kessie, Administrative      Caretaker     Pianist/Organist             Childrenõs 

Pastor  Assistant            Janey Hall,                   Ministry  

             Music Director      

            

        

 


